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STATEWIDE     SNOW  STORY 


Recent  storm  activity  has  improved  mois- 
ture conditions  throughout  much  of  cen- 
tral and  southern  Montana.  Cool  weather 
has  delayed  melt  and  helped  to  slow  down 
runoff  from  snowmelt.  Much  of  the  mois- 
ture has  soaked  into  the  soil. 

There  was  significant  melt  during  the 
first  week  in  May,  prior  to  weather 
system  development  which  began  around 
the  7th  and  8th.     Precipitation  in  south- 
central  and  central  Montana  was  substan- 
tial. 

Crystal  Lake  SNOTEL  site  in  the  Snowy 
Mountains  south  of  Lewistown  received 
9  inches  of  precipitation  with  over 
half  of  this  amount  coming  as  snow. 
Other  locations  in  the  Beartooth,  Ab- 
sarokee,  Crazy,   Big  and  Little  Belt, 
Castle,   Bridger,  Tobacco  Root  and  High- 
land Mountains,   the  north  end  of  the 
Gallatin  and  Madison  Ranges,  and  along 
the  Continental  Divide  from  Butte  to 
Helena  received  3  to  5  inches  of  pre- 
cipitation with  much  of  the  moisture 
falling  as  snow  at  higher  elevations. 

In  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  state, 
2  to  3  inches  of  moisture  fell  at  SNOTEL 
sites.     This  is  about  average  for  the 
first  half  of  May.     Moisture  north  and 
west  of  a  line  passing  through  Anaconda 
and  Great  Falls  varied  between  4  inch 
and  24  inches.     These  amounts  vary  from 
20  to  80  percent  of  average  with  the 
lowest  percentage  generally  in  the 
Bitterroot,  Kootenai,  and  Flathead 
River  drainages. 

The  moisture  also  helped  improve  the 
valley  soil  moisture  conditions,  par- 
ticularly in  the  -entral,  south-central, 
and  southwestern  portions  of  the  state. 


WATER     S  U  P  P  L  Y  OUTLOOK 


Runoff  conditions  have  improved  con- 
siderably in  central  Montana  with  the 
moisture  and  snow  received  during 
recent  storms.     Much  of  the  moisture 
that  fell  was  absorbed  into  the  soil. 

in  south-central  and  southwestern 
Montana,   there  was  some  improvement  in 
runoff  conditions.     West  of  the  Divide, 
there  was  little  improvement.  The 
additional  snowfall  helped  some,  but 
the  most  significant  factor  is  the 
delay  in  melt  caused  by  the  cool 
weather  and  the  moisture  received  in 
the  valley  areas  which  has  reduced 
irrigation  demands. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  warms  again, 
streamflows  will  increase  with  snow- 
melt  runoff.     The  streams  that  have  not 
yet  reached  their  snowmelt  runoff  peaks 
should  reach  them  soon.     Stream  levels 
will  begin  to  drop  quite  soon  after  the 
peak  because  all  areas  still  have  much 
less  snow  water  content  than  is  normal 
for  this  time  of  year. 


Department  of  the  Army 
Department  of  Agriculture 


Department  of  Commerce 
Department  of  Interior 


AGENCIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  C00PERATINC  IN  MONTANA  SNOW  SURVEYS 

GOVERNMENT  AGENCIES 
Canada 

Department  of  the  Environment 

Atmospheric  Environment  Service 

Water  Management  Service 
British  Columbia  Ministry  of  Environment 

Inventory  and  Engineering  Branch.  Hydrology  Section 
Alberta  Environment 

Technical  Services  Division 

Federal 

Corp  of  Engineers 
Forest  Service 
Soil  Conservation  Service 
National  Environmental  Satellite  Service 
National  Weather  Service 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

-  ecological  Survey 

-  National  Park  Service 

-  Water  and  Power  Resources  Service 
Department  of  Energy            -  Bonneville  Power  Administration 

STATE  AGENCIES 

Montana  Conservation  District* 

Hontano  Deportment  of  Fish.  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Hontana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 
Montana  State  University  -  Agricultural  Experiment  Stotlon 
University  of  Montana  -  School  of  Forestry 

PRIVATE  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  Anaconda  Company 

Big  Sky  of  Montana 

Butte  Water  Company 

Flathead  Valley  Community  College 

Montana  Power  Compony 

Other  organliat Ions  and  Individuals  furnish  valuable  Information  for  snow 
survey  reports.     Their  cooperation  Is  gratefully  acknowledged. 
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STAHL  PEAK 

6050 

5/14 

77 

35.7 

26.0 

41 .7 

STAHL  PEAK  PILLOW 

6050 

5/14 

SP 

33.0 

25.4 

34.4 

STAR  LAKE  E 

9650 

5/14 

79 

29.  OA 

29.0 

53.3 

STUART  MILL 

6500 

5/15 

0 

.0 

— 

— 

TEPEE  CREEK 

8000 

5/15 

EST 

11.2 

3.0 

16.7 

TEPEE  CREEK  PILLOW 

8000 

5/15 

SP 

8.1 

2.0 

12.7 

TIMBERLINE  CREEK 

8850 

5/15 

41 

13.1 

14.8 

19.9 

TRINKUS  LAKE 

6100 

5/18 

70  32.4 

17.1 

41.4 

TWELVEMILE  CREEK 

5600 

5/15 

EST 

0.5 

0.0 

8.4 

TWELVEMILE  CREEK  PILLOW 

5600 

5/15 

SP 

0.3 

0.0 

7.2 

TWIN  CREEKS 

3580 

5/18 

0 

.0 

.0 

.0 

TWIN  LAKES 

6510 

5/15 

EST  23.9 

25.0 

43.0 

TWIN  LAKES  PILLOW 

6510 

5/15 

SP  26.1 

24.0 

40.3 

WALDRON 

5600 

5/15 

EST 

0.0 

0.0 

1.0 

WALDRON  PILLOW 

5600 

5/15 

SP 

0.3 

0.0 

3.8 

WARM  SPRINGS 

8250 

5/14 

49  16.8 

WARM  SPRINGS  PILLOW 

8250 

5/14 

SP  21.2 

WEASEL  DIVIDE 

5450 

5/14 

50  22.6 

15.6 

31.3 

WHITE  MILL 

8700 

5/11 

62  21.2 

27.0 

32.0 

WHITE  MILL  PILLOW 

8700 

5/11 

SP  15.0 

23.0 

26.3 

WILLOW  CREEK 

6500 

5/13 

16 

2.3 

3.2 

WOOD  CREEK  PILLOW 

5960 

5/15 

SP 

0.4 

.0 

Average  bosed  on  19(53-77  period.  A  -  Aeriol  obscrvorion;  water  content  estimated. 
SP  -  Snow  Pillow  observations;  woter  content  only.    *  Estimated  from  SNOTEL.  
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